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Victoria Woods, Community Engagement Officer, 

receives a plaque commemorating the URES project 

reaching the finals of the 2014 National Lottery 

Awards for Ψ.Ŝǎǘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩΦ 

Jack Spees, Director (left) and Neil Ashworth, 

Education Assistant (right) receive the award 

for ΨOutstanding tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ at the 

нлмп ²ƛƭŘ ¢Ǌƻǳǘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘǎΩΦ 

wƛōōƭŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦w9{ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 

elsewhere on the River Calder received 

recognition as a ΨIƛƎƘƭȅ /ƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ in 

the 2015 UK River Prize Awards.  
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Project summary  
The Lancashire town of Burnley is widely recognised for its industrial heritage, being at the forefront of cotton 

production during the Industrial Revolution.  The reason for its success was the presence of two rivers ς the 

Brun and Calder ς which were used to power machinery in the mills and factories.  Industry in Burnley has since 

ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ however the environmental degradation caused by 

industrialisation and pollution has left a lasting legacy of damaged and neglected rivers that were unable to 

support significant populations of riverine wildlife. 

The Urban River Enhancement Scheme (URES) was a million pound project managed by Ribble Rivers Trust 

between April 2011 and June 2015.  It aimed to:  

Protect and enhance both the ecological and historical heritage of the rivers  

in Burnley for the benefit of local communities and riverine species. 
 

The URES project sought to achieve its aim ōȅ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ .ǳǊƴƭŜȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 

coordinated and multi-partnership approach in order to deliver lasting improvements for both people and 

wildlife.  This resulted in the local communities having a better understanding and respect for their rivers with 

a greater inclination to protect their natural asset beyond the scope of the project, as well as improved physical 

habitat that is able to support greater numbers of fish, invertebrates, birds and mammals. 

Rivers function as a dynamic system so anything that happens upstream can affect the area downstream and 

ǾƛŎŜ ǾŜǊǎŀΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ 

rekindled, there will undoubtedly be positive knock-on effects for the entire Calder Catchment as a whole. 

This document presents the outcomes and achievements of the URES project and attempts to evaluate the 

impact on individuals, local communities and river ecology in order to disseminate the learning more widely 

amongst project partners, stakeholders and funders. 
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1.0 Background   

In spring 2010, Ribble Rivers Trust in partnership with the Environment 

Agency completed a series of projects to restore river habitat connectivity 

and improve habitat in priority locations within the Calder Catchment.  

Shortly after, the Trust began to assess the rest of the Calder Catchment 

and in doing so, identified Burnley town centre as the next priority for 

restoring habitat connectivity. 

 

Prior to developing the URES project, the Trust had largely focused on 

delivering habitat improvement projects in rural areas.  The urban 

situation presented further challenges, including increased costs and 

complexities associated with making physical improvements, as well as an 

increased number of stakeholders required to be involved in the process.  

However it also presented significant opportunities for community 

engagement, helping to not only increase awareness and understanding 

of rivers, but also to encourage the public to be more involved in 

improving their rivers.  The scope and extent of the activities to engage 

with the diverse range of ages, backgrounds, abilities and interests would 

be far greater than anything the Trust had previously undertaken. 

 

 

 

1.1  I9wL¢!D9 [h¢¢9w¸ C¦b5Ω{ I9wL¢!D9 Dw!b¢{ twhDw!aa9 

 

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) distributes money raised by the National 

Lottery to support projects involving the national, regional and local 

heritage of the United Kingdom, helping people to explore, enjoy and 

protect the heritage they care about.  The Heritage Grants programme 

offers awards of over £100,000 for larger heritage projects, from 

museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment 

and cultural traditions.  

 

¢ƘŜ ¦w9{ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƻƴ ƪŜȅ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ I[CΩǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 

Grants programme; 

 

¶ IŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

heritage. 

¶ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

future generations to experience and enjoy. 

¶ Help more people, and a wider range of people, to take an active 

part in and make decisions about our natural heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A pollution incident that 
occurred on the River 
Brun in Burnley in 2011 
demonstrated how in 
addition to physical 
restoration of riverine 
habitats, community 
engagement would be 
the key to success of 
any river improvement 
project. 
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1.2  A .wL9C IL{¢hw¸ hC .¦wb[9¸Ω{ wL±9w{ 

The Lancashire mill town of Burnley exists 

because of the presence of the Rivers Brun and 

Calder.  The name Burnley is believed to have 

ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ.Ǌǳƴ [ŜŀΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨƳŜŀŘƻǿ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ .ǊǳƴΩΦ  .ǳǊƴƭŜȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ known 

factories stood on the banks of the River Calder 

close to where it joins the River Brun and they 

relied on water power to drive the cotton 

spinning machines during the Industrial 

Revolution.  Much of the industry that relied on 

the rivers for power has now gone.  However, the 

environmental destruction caused by 

industrialisation and pollution has left a lasting 

legacy of damaged and neglected rivers.    

The rivers today disappear beneath roads and 

behind buildings in the town centre.  Forced into 

fast-flowing, narrow channels, the rivers 

resemble an open sewer rather than the 

important natural resource they are.  In fact, 

historical evidence suggests that the lined 

channels were specifically designed to carry 

away the sewage that was discharge into the 

ǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ǳǊƴƭŜȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

sewage treatment works. 

More recently, the quality of the water in 

.ǳǊƴƭŜȅΩǎ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ 

thanks to efforts from the Environment Agency.  

Ribble Rivers Trust installed twin fish passes on 

the confluence of the Brun and Calder to allow 

fish access into the town centreΩǎ rivers, however 

the fast-flowing, homogenous habitat upstream 

still represented a significant barrier to all river 

species, thus reducing the populations and 

diversity of fish, invertebrates and mammals 

throughout the Calder Catchment. 

 

 

 

Confluence of the Rivers Brun and Calder featuring weirs that 

harnessed the power of the water to drive machinery 

Confluence of the Rivers Brun and Calder today, featuring fish 

passes that allow migrating fish access upstream for the first 

time in decades.  Furnished with artistic interpretation panels. 


