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Project summary

The Lancashire town of Burnley is widely recognised for its industrighépe, being at the forefront of cotton
production during the Industrial Revolution. Treason for itssuccess was the presence of two riverthe

Brun andCalderg which were used to power machinery in the mills and factoriadustry in Burnley hasince

SP2t SR I yR (KS NX @S NA Qowkidrths dlivirdninentyl @egraidaioh afddd bMB 1Ij dzA
industrialisation and pollution F&left a lasting legacy of damag@nd negleatd rivers thatwere unableto

support significant populations of gvine wildlife.

The Urban River Enhancement Scheme (URES& million pound projectmanaged by Ribble Rivers Trust
between April 2011 andune 2015 Itaimedto:

Protect and enhance both the ecological and historical heritage of the rivers
in Burnley for the benefit of local communities and riverine species

TheURE®rojectsought to achieve itaimo @ aKAY Ay 3 | alLR it AIKG 2y . dzNY £ ¢
coordinated and multpartnership approach in order to deliver lasting improvementstfoth peopleand

wildlife. This resulted in the local communities having a better understandidgespect for their rivers with

a greater inclination to protect their natural asset beyond the scope of the project, as viribessed physical

habitat that is able tsupport greater numbers of fisipvertebrates, birds and mammals.

Rivers function aa dynamic system sanything thathappens upstream can affect the area downstream and
A0S GSNEI @ 2 AGK 2yS 2F GKS ¢g2NBRG FFFSOGSR F NBY

rekindled, there will undoubtedly be positive kneck effects fa the entire Calder Catchment as a whole.

This document presents the outcomes and achievemehthe URE®roject and attempts to evaluate the
impacton individualslocal communitiesaand river ecologyn order to disseminate the learning more widely
amongst projetpartners, stakeholders arfdinders.
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1.0 Background

In spring 2010Ribble Rivers Trugh partnership with the Environment
Agency completed a series of projects to restore river habitat connecti
and improve habitat in priority locationwithin the Calder Catchment.
Shortly after, the Trust began to assess the rest of the Calder Catthi
and in doing so, identified Burnley town centre as the next priority
restoring habitat connectivity.

Prior to developing the URES project, the Trust had largely focuse
delivering habitat improvement projects in rural areas. The urk
situation presented further challenges, including increased costs
complexities associated with making physical improvements, as well
increased number of stakeholders required to be involved in the proc:
However it also presented significant opportuedti for community
engagement, helping to not only increase awareness and understan
of rivers, but also to encourage the public to be more involved
improving their rivers.The scope and extent of the activities to engac
with the diverse range of agebackgrouns, abilities and interests woulc
be far greater than anything th&ust had previously undertaken.

111 9wL ¢! D9 [h¢¢9w, C!b5Q{ 1| 9wL¢

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) distributes money raised by the Nat
Lottery to suppot projects involving the national, regional and loc
heritage of the United Kingdom, helping people to explore, enjoy ¢
protect the heritage they care about. The Heritage Grants program
offers awards of over £100,000 for larger heritage projectsmf

museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environn
and cultural traditions

¢KS ! w9{ LINR2SOG az2dzaAKG G2 RSt A
Grants programme;

9 ISt L) LIS2LX S fSFENYy Foz2dzi (K¢S
heritage.

1 / 2yaSNWS G(KS ! YQad RAOSNERS vy
future generations to experience and enjoy

1 Help more people, and a wider range of people, to take an ac
part in and make decisions about our natural heritage.

A pollution incident that
occurred on the River
Brunin Burnleyin 2011
demonstrated how in
addition to physical
restoration of riverine
habitats, community
engagement would be
the key to success of
any river improvement
project.
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The Lancashire mill town of Burnley exists

because of the presence of the Rivers Brun and

Calder. The name Burnley is believed to have

0SSy RSNAGSR FTNRBY W. NHzy [SIQ YSIyAy3da WYSIR2¢
08 GKS wA@SNI . NHzKrown . dzNyf SeQa SIENIASad
factories stood on the banks of the River Calder

close to where it joins the River Brun and they

relied on water power to drive the cotton

spinning machines during the Industrial

Revolution. Much of the industry that relied on

the rivers for power Bs now gone. However, the

environmental destruction caused by

industrialisation and pollution has left a lasting

legacy of damagkand negleatdrivers.

The rivers today disappear beneath roads and

behind buildings in the town centre. Forced into

fastflowing, narrow channels, the rivers

resemble an open sewer rather than the

important natural resource they are. In fact,

historical - ewilence S_u_ggeStS that the lined Confluence of the Rivers Brun and Caldeaturing weirs that

channels were specifically designed to carry harnessed the power of the water drive machinery

away the sewage that was discharge into the

NADGSNI 0SF2NBE GKS O2yaidiNdzOGA2y 2F . dz2NYyf SeQa TFANI
sewage treatment works.

More recently, the quality of the water in
.dz2Nyf SeQa NAGSNE ¢4l a arAdayATFAaAOrydfteée AYLNROISR
thanks toefforts from the Environment Agency
Ribble Rivers Trust installed twin fish passes on
the confluence of the Brun and Calder to allow
fish access into the town centadvers however
the fastflowing, homogenous habitaipstream
. L . . Confluence of the Rivers Brun and Caldday, featuring fish
still represened a significantbarrier to all river N _
passes that allow migrating fish access upstream for the firs

species, thus reducing the populatiorsnd time in decades. Furnished with artistic interpretation panel
diversity of fish, irvertebrates and mammals

throughout the Calder Catchment.



